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— GB tography. 


LIFE OF IRENAEUS. 

History has conveyed to us 
few particulars of the first years 
of the life of Irenzus, and has not 
even specified his country, or the 
place of his birth. There is how- 
éver, sufficient ground for beiiev- 
ing him to have been a Greek, and 
to have acquired in his youth a 
competent acquaintance with the 
philosophy and literature, which 
were thenin vogue. The circum- 
stances which led himto embrace 
¢hristianity are no where mention- 
ed; but it appears, from his own 
writings, as well as from the tes- 
timony of Eusebius and Theodo- 
ret, that he was placed, at an ear- 
ly age, under the imstructions of 
St. Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyr- 
na, who had been the disciple of 
St. John. His words are, ‘when 
I was yeta child I was inthe 
ower Asia with Polycarp ;”’ and 
«‘ [remember the things then done 
better than what has happened of 
late: for what we learn being 
children, increases tozether with 
the mind itself, and is closely uni- 
tedto it: Insomuch that l am 
able to tell even the place where 
the blessed Polycarp sat and dis- 
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coursed ; also his goings-out and 
comings-in ; his manner of life ; 
the shape of his body; his discour- 
ses to the people ; the familiar in- 
tercourse which he said he had 
with John, and with the rest who 
had seen the Lord ; and how he 
rehearsed their sayings ; and what 
they were which he had heard 
from them concerning the Lord, 
his miracles, and his doctrines. 
According as Polycarp received 
them from thoce who with their 
own eyes beheld the word of life, 
so he related them, agreeing in 
all things with the scriptures. 
These thiags by the mercy of 
God bestowed on me, I then 
heard diligently, and copied them 
Out, not in paper, butin my heart; 
and by the grace of God I do con- 
tinuaily and sincerely ruminate 
on them.” 

The account which has been 
already given of Polycarp suffi- 
ciently shews, that by him Iren- 
gus must have been taught the 
trne and uncorrupted doctrine of 
the apostles ; and was likely also, 
considering the deep reverence 
which he felt for his master, to 
imbibe from hrm a spirit nearly 
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allied to theirs. Accordingly we 
find him, in after life, to have 
been an eminent example of the 
effect of gene christianity in 
sanctifying the heart, and eleva- 
ting the soul above worldly and 
niin objects. 

Irenzus is also said to have 
men for some time, a scholar of 

Papias, the Bishop of Hier apolis,* 
aman of unquestionable piety, 
but ofa weak judgment and nar- 
row understanding, which, lead- 
ing him to misapprehend some 
of the abstruse parts of scripture, 
proved the occasion of great errors 
inmany who followed him and 
revered his memory - errors, the 
contagion of which Irenzus him- 
self did not wholly escape. 

Of the life of sn eus nothing 
more is known until the year of 
our Lord 177. We then find 
him acting as Presbyter of the 
Church of Lyons in France, un- 
der Ponthinus, who was Bishop 
of that see. ‘he circumstanges 
which led to his being placed in 
this situation have not been re- 
corded: but the gospel having 
been first planted in Lyons, at no 


very remote period, by Meansotf 


missionaries sent thither by one 
ef the Asiatick churches, the Gal- 
lick christians probably continu- 
ed pastors trom the same quar- 
ter ; availing themselves for that 
purpose of the commercial inter- 
eourse subsistin between the two 
countries. Ponthinus, the Bish- 
op, was evidently a Greek as well 
as Jreneus. 

Soon after Marcus Aurelius 
Antonius} had succeeded to the 
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* Papias had likewise been a disci- 
ple of St. John. 


{7 This is the same person whom 
Mr. Pope celebrates in the following 
lines ; ' 
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throne of the Cwesars, a persecu 
tion commenced against the chris- 
tians, which continued with only 
occasional and partial intermis- 
sions during his reign of nineteen 
years.* In 177 the storm-of his 
persecution fell with peculiar vi- 
olence on Trance, and particular- 
ly on the churches of Lyons and 
Vienne. An account of the mis- 
eries which it there produced is 
contained in an epistle addressed 


by these churches to their breth- 


ren in Asia and Phrygia, and 
written, aS is most probable, by 
Irenzus himself ; the substance 
ef which will now be given. 





‘* Wilio not ble ends by nobic meuns ob- 

tains, 
O¢ failing smiles imexile or in chains ; 
Like rood Aurelius det bin rei gh or 

becca 
uke Socrates: 

dee”? 

it woukl not have suited the poet’s 
murpose, Of rather. that of his imfidc! 
instructor, DB, sin ngbroke, to have ex- 
hibited to view, ascminent SP ampies 
of virtue, those whose a:dent love of 
Christ, and whose wo Farhi views ot 
etermty, bad rendered thein superior 
to every worldly or selfisi: considera- 
en. Whom neither tribulation, aor 
ress, Not persccution, nor famine, 

yy alee dues nor peril, nor the sword, 
wd move tion the persecution at 
ve noblest end ; the glory ct God, bv 
e noblest means ; an entire devot- 
edncss of themsclves; souls and bodics 
tc his service. No, it is the impla- 
cable persccutor of those very men, 
every period of whose history is siain- 
ed wath their blood, and whose dele- 
gated cruelties toward theni (though 
they were, indecd, the excellent of the 
earth) cannot be read without indig- 
nation and horror; this is the man 
whom our christian Poet selects as his 
pattern of imperial magnanimily, of 
true goodness and nobleness of mind ! 


See Milner’s Church History, Vol. I. 
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*It was to-the fury of his persecu- 
tion that St. Polycarp and Justin Mar- 
tyr foll vietimss 
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SUBSTANCE OF THE EPISTLE, &c, 


We are unable to give you any 
adequate idea of the fury mani- 
fested by the heathens against the 
saints, or of the sufferings of the 
blessed martyrs. Ourgrand ad- 
versary assailed us with all his 
might, and left no method of cru. 
elty unapractised. We were for- 
bidden to appear in the baths, 
or the forum ; in any house except 
our own, or indeed in any place 
whatsoever. But the Grace of 
God fought for us, preserving the 
weak, and exposing to the fury of 
the tempter those chiefly, who, 
being armed with patience, were 
able to withstand his assault, and 
to endure every species of pain 
and reproach, esteeming them 
light and trivial, for the sake of 
Christ and the glory which should 
follow. They first courageously 
sustained the shouts, blows, plun- 
der, stonings, and all other outra- 
ges and indignities which an ex- 
asperated mob could be expect- 
ed to inflict. They then under- 
went a public examination, and 
confessing themselves to be chris- 
tians were shut up in prison. 
When the president arrived, they 
were brought before his tribunal, 
and treated with the utmost bru- 
tality. Vettius Epagathus, an 
eminent example of piety and de- 
wotedness to God, was moved with 
indignation at witnessing sucha 
perversion of justice, and request- 
ed permission to repel the charge 
of impiety which was made against 
the christians. His request was 
refused, and he himself, corifess- 
ingthat he was a christian, was 
numbered with the martyrs. But 
having within him the Holy Spir- 
it, and being a genuine disciple 
at Christ, he gladly laid down 
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his life for the brethren, folowing 

the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 
Others were examined at the same 
time, who proved illustrious and 
ready martyrs ; while some prov- 
ed unequal to so great a combat. 
Of these ten fell away, whose 
case Giled us with aonp dejection 
on their account, and with alar- 
ming fears, not of being tortured, 

but lest any of us also should be 
tempted to apostatize from the 
faith. ‘The most eminent persons 
of both churches were now daily 
apprehended, and with them some 
of our heathen servants, who were 
induced by the dread of torture, 
to charge us with eating human 
flesh, and with other practices not 
fiteven to be named. This in- 
censed, beyond all bounds, against 
us many even of those who before 
had been more moderate, The 
holy martyrs were now called to 
endure inexpressible tortures, Sa- 
tan endeavouring to extort from 
them also some slander against 
christianity. The rage of the 
multitude, as well as of the pres- 
ident and the soldiery, \ was chief- 
ly directed against Sanctus, a dea- 
con of Vienne ; Maturus, who 
had only recently been baptized ; 
Atrtalus, of Pergamus, a main 
pillar of the church ; and Blar- 
dina, who, notwithstanding our 
fears for her weakness, was sup- 
plied with so much fortitude, that 


even those who in successiox were 


torturing her from morning tl 
night were worn out, and own- 
ed themselves vanquished. ‘They 
were even amazed that she should 
be still alive, mangled and pierc- 
ed as washer whole body. But 
in the midst of all her torments, 
it seemed to abate her pains, and 
to recruit her spirits to be able to 
say, ** lam a christian, ard no 
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wickedness is acted among us.” 





The astonishing courage with 
which Sanctus encountered the 
intense sufferings he was made to 
undergo, excited in an extraordi- 
nary degree the rage both of the 
governor and the torturers. At 
last they applied red hot plates 
of brass to the tenderest parts of 
his body : these were indeed 
burnt ; but he still stood unmov- 
ed, and firm in his confession, be- 
ing refreshed by that heavenly 
fountain of living water which 
flows from the body of Christ. 
His body was now one continu- 
ed wound, and scarcely retained 
the human form; but Christ 
wrought wonders in him, shewing 
that nothing is to be dreaded 
where the love of God, and the 
glory of Christ are present. For 
some days after, while his body 
was in an extremely tender state, 
swoln and inflamed by what he 
had suffered, they hoped, by re- 
peating the same course of tortur- 
es,tosubdpe his constancy ; or 
at least to strike a terror into the 
rest. Butso far was this from 
being the case, that under this 
second infliction he seemed, by 
the grace of Christ, rather to re- 
cover his former shape, and the 

use of his limbs. 

Biblias, one of those who had 
denied Christ, was now brought 
to the tortyre, in the hope of 
compelling her to charge the 
christians with impious practices. 
But on being tortured, she seem- 
ed to awake as 
sleep, and to be reminded by her 
present sufferings of the everlast- 
ing torments of Hell. Denying, 
therefore, the truth of such allega- 
tions, she added, ** How should 
such persons eat children to 

whom it is unlawful even to eat 
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the blood of beasts ?”? She then 
confessed herself a christian, and 
was added to the army of mar- 
tyrs. 

The torments already inflicted 
proving ineffectual through the 
power of Christ, the martyrs were 
imprisoned in dark and noisome 
places, their feet distended in the 
stocks, till many were suffocated, 
and others died in prison of the 
tortures they had endured. Ma- 
ny, however, survived, notwith- 
standing their destitution of all 
human aid, being strengtheneu 
by the Lord. 

Pothinus, the Bishop, who was 
above ninety years of age, and 
very infirm in body, though strong 
In spirit, was now brought before 
the tribunal, and having, amid 
the shouts ‘of the multitude, wit- 
nessed a good confession, he was 
violently dragged about and in- 
humanly beaten, until scarcely 
any breath was left in him. He 
was then cast into prison, and 
after two days expired. 

It is particularly worthy of re- 
mark, that such at on being seiz- 
ed had denied Christ partook of 
the same miseries in prison as the 
martyrs, being treated as guilty 
by their own : confession of mur- 
der and incest ; while they were 
destitute of the joy of martyr- 
dom, the hope of the gospel, the 
love of Christ, and the consola- 
tions of the Spirit of God. Op.- 
pressed with the pangs of guilt, 
their dejected looks distinguished 
them from the faithful, who went 
forth cheerfully, their countenan- 
ces beaming with grace and glo- 
ry: moreover, the very heathens 
reviled them as cowards and mur- 
derers. When the others observ- 
ed these things they became more 

steadfast in the faith, and yield: 
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ed not tothe suggestions of the 
devil. 

The martyrs suffered death in 
yarious ways. Maturus, Sanc- 
tus, Blandina, and Attalus, were 
produced on one of the days of 
the shews before the wild beasts 
inthe amphitheatre. There the 
two first again underwent all Sorts 
of torments, having been previ- 
ously scourged in their pastage 
thither, They were torn, and 
dragged up and down by the 
wild beasts, and subjected also 
to every barbarity which the pep- 
ulace chose to call for, and at last 
to the iron chair, in which their 
bodies were so broiled as to pro- 
duce a most offensive odour.— 
Nor did the cruelties of their 
persecutors end here, but were 
continued with the utmost fierce- 
ness until these two holy men at 
length expired under their suffer- 
ings. 

Blandina was suspended to a 
stake and exposed to the wild 
beasts ; and forming as she hung 
the figure of a cross, her appear- 
ance served to encourage the chris- 
tians by exciting a lively recol- 
lection of Him who was crucifi- 
ed, that he might obtain for thore 
who believe in him and suffer for 
his sake, eternal communicn with 
the living God. None of the 
beasts touching her, she was tak- 
en down and cast again into pris- 
on, being reserved for another 
combat. Attalus also, being ve- 
hemently called for by the popu- 
lace, came forward with serenjty, 
and was led round the theatre, 
preceded by the tablet, on which 
was inscribed, * This is Attalus 
the christian.””? ‘The rage of the 
people against him was excessive ; 
but the president understanding 
that he was a Roman citizen he 
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manded him to prison, till he 
should learn the will of the em- 
peror respecting persons in his cir- 
cumstances. ‘The respite which 
was thus obtained, proved highly 
beneficial to the church. The 
mercy of Christ conspicuously ap- 
peared in the patience with which 
he armed his servants; and by 
means of the martyrs, most of 
those who had renounced the 


faith were born anew, and ac-’ 


quired courage to profess them- 
selves christians ; and being joy- 
fully restored to the bosom of the 
church, they longed for a fresh 
opportunity of being examined. 
The emperor’s orders were, that 
such as confessed themselves 
christians should be put to death 
by torture, and that the apostates 
should be dismissed. It being 
now, therefore, the time of the 
public games, the martyrs were 
again brought before the popu- 
lace. Such of them as were Ro- 
man citizens were beheaded, the 
rest were thrown to the wild 
beasts. Christ was now ina par- 
ticular manner glorified in those 
who had formerly apostatized ; 
for boldly avowing themselves 
christians they also were added to 
the number of the martyrs. None 
now remained in a state of apos- 
tacy but a few whose conduct 
had always been a reproach to 
christianity, and had shewn them 
never to have possessed irue faith, 
nor to have had the fear of God 
before their eyes. 

During the course of the ex- 
aminations, one Alexander, who 


was distinguished by his love of 


God, by his boldness in preach- 
ing, and by his apostolical endow- 
meuta, stand near the tribunal, 
and with gestures animated the 
christians to profess the faith.— 
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This conduct excited the indig- 
ation of the populace against 
him, and being interrogated d and 
confessing himselt a christian, he 
was condemned to death. The 
next day he and Attalus were 
exposed together to the wild 
beasts, and having sustained all 
the deal met! hods of torture, 
were at Jast run through with 2 
sword. Alexander expired with- 
out having uttered a word ora 
groan, communing mwardly with 
God during his conflict. But 
Attalus, when placed in the iron 
chair and ihoreughly scorched, 
said,’ ** You indeed devour men, 
but we neither devour men, nor 
practice any other wickedness.” 
On the last day of the shews, 
Blandina was again brought forth 
with Ponticus, a youth of fiftee: 
{who had both been daily led in 
to see the tortures of the rest :) 
and the multitude being greatly 
enraged agai: st them on account 
of their firmly refusing to swear 
by the idols, and their contemn- 
meg the gods, nu pity was shewn 
either to the sex of the one, cr 
the youth of the other. ‘The 
whole circuit of tortures was in- 
flicted on them without effect — 
Ponticus, after a most heroic ex- 
ertion of patience, to which he 
was animated by his sister Blan- 
dina, gaveup the ghost. Blan- 
cina, having first been scourged 
and expos sed to the wild beasts, 
and also set in the tron chair, was 
at Jast enclosed m a net and 
thrown to a bull, which tossed 
her tor some time : she still ap- 
pearc dy tan af superior to ail 
ber suifcrings, borne up by hope 
and faith ay communion with 
Christ, until being run through 
with asword, si eat length breath- 
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thens owned that no womaa had 

ever before sustained such tor- 

tures. But their rage was not 
yet sated. On the contrary, 1 
was heightened by their disap- 
pointment to such a degree, that 
they cast to the dogs the bodies 
cf those who had died i in prison, 
as well as the mangled remains 

of suchas had bee. torn by the 
wild beasts, or scorched, or be- 
headed, watching day and night 
lest any should bury them.— 
Some gnashed with their teeth on 
the dead bodies. O:hers desided 
aid insulted them. Even the 
more sympathising tauntingly 
atked, Where is their God, and 
what advantage have they de- 
rived from that religion, which 
they preferred to life ? At the 
end of six days the bodies of the 
martyrs were reduced to ashes, 
and thrown into the Rhone, that 
no remains of them a be 
found on the earth. This wa; 
done by the heathens under the 
vain idea ef deterring others, by 
pee teig 3 their hope of a resur- 
rection: tor it was this hope, they 
said, which led men to introduce 
a strange & new religion, to con- 
temn the most exquisite torments, 

and even joyfully to undergo 
death. “ Let us now see if they 

will rise again and if their God 
#s ableto assist them, and deliver 
them owt of our hands.’ 

This epistle gives usa high idex 
of the piety of Irenaeus, to whose 
worth a farther testimony is gtv- 
en by Eusebiusin anextract from 
a lettter addressed by the church 

of Lyous to Eleutherius, Bishop 
of Rome, wherein Ireneusis spok- 
en of as “a follower of the Ves- 
tament of Christ,” and strongly 
recormmended. Tt apppars from 


this extract, thet it was inteaded 





that Irene ould be the 
bearer .¢ fthe letter ; but wocthe: 
he actually proceeded on the mis- 
sion 1 t cc iniy known. Cir- 
cumstances seem to favour the 


supposition that he visited Rome 
about this time. Hts stay there, 
however, could not have been of 
long duration; for on the mar- 
tyrdom of Pothinus, about the 
year 179, lrenzus was chosen to 
succeed him as Bishop of the 
church of Lyons. 

The venerable Pothinus hav- 
ing fallen a victim to the rage of 
his enemies, Irenzus, aS was 
ctated before, ‘ucceeded to 
the episcopal charge of the 

church at Lyons. This event 
took pla ce about the year of our 
Lord 179,* while the persecution, 
which had commenced under 
Marcus Autrelias Antoninus, still 
proceeded with undiminished vio- 
lencé. ‘Lhe PaRCHES meckneés, 
and fortitude, displayed by Ite- 

Neus at this trving Make prove 

him to have been eminently qual- 
ified for the station which he was 
called tofil, it pleased God, 
however, soon after hit appoint- 
ment, to grant to the afilicted 
church a considerable intérval of 
repose. Inthe year 180, Mar- 
cus Aurelius dying was succeed- 
ed by hisson Commodus, who, 
though one of the most profligate 
characters that ever lived, revived 
those merciful] edicts of his grand- 
father, by which the party accus- 
ed of christianity was ordered to 
be acquitted, and the accuser 
made obnoxious to punishment. 
To this humane conduct Commo- 








* It may be proper to observe, that 
Mr. Milner , pl: ices this event in the 
year 169; but Baronius, and the learn- 
ed Cave in his chronole egical table, as- 
sign to it the date me ationed: above 
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ius is satd to have been detefmin- 
ed by the influence of a woman 
named M: arcia, one of the part- 
ners in his guilty pleasures; who 
had been led by some unkown 
circumstance to entertain a par- 
ticular partiality for the christian 
name. We have, in this instance, 
a striking exemplification of the 
providential power and goodness 
of God. ‘ He maketh foolish 
the wisdom of this world.” He 
shews us, in the case of Antoni- 
nus, how little the utmost extent 
ct worldly wisdom can accom- 
plith in rectifying the heart. 
He overrules also the wickedness 
of the wicked, to the accomplish- 
ment of his own gr acious purpo- 
ses. Tiven the vicious parse of 
Commodus are made the means 
of secuting the peace of the 
church: and while the grave, the 
decorous, the philosophical, and, 
m some sense, the beneficent, An. 
tonmus, continues through lite 
one of her most inveterate ene- 
mies; his licentious and aban- 
doned son stems the tide of per- 
secution, and employs his power 
in her protection. . ‘This remark- 
able fact, may perhaps, serve to 
illustraté that passage of scrip- 
ture, in which the publicans and 
harlots are represented as more 
accessible to the force of truth, 
than the arrogant and self:uff- 
cient Pharisees, the Antonini of 
Judea. Tnaffated with pride, and 
with a conceit of their own supe- 
rior sanctity ; sins peculiarly of- 
fensive to God, inasmuch as they 
have a stronger tendency than 
perhaps any other to lead mento 
count the blood of the covenant a thing 
of tio value, and to do desptte unto the 
spirit of grace : these men not on- 
ly contemned the humbling doc- 
trines of the gospel, But hated 
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them: ; anc ihey testified that 
hatred by persecuting to death 
the Lord of glory, as the Roman 
emperour afterward did his faith- 
ful followers, ‘The same spirit 
seems to have actuated both. 
‘The external peace, which was 
thus unexpectedly granted to the 
christians, continued with scarce. 
ly any intermission till the niath 
year of the reign of Severus, in 
the year of our Lord 202. We 
are not, however, to suppose from 
this circumstance that, tn the dis- 
charge of his episcopal functions, 
Trenzeus had no difficulties to con- 
tend with. Onthe contrary, the 
dangers which threatend to un- 
Germine the chufch from within, 
were scarcely less formidable, than 
those which had assaulted her 
from without. Heresies of va- 
rious descriptions, and of the most 
pestilent kind, had early begun 
to disigure the fair proportions 
of the "enitian church; and in 
the time cf Irencus, fostkved, per- 
haps by the tranquil:icy that pre- 
vailed, they had reached a height 
which cxcited the fears of the 
faithful for her safety. Irenzus 
perceived that littlke would be 
sained to the church by immuni- 
ty from external violence, if she 
should be betrayed by her own 
sonse He therefore aie o 
self, with zeal and RA wat 
Gefeat the machinations ef her in- 
ternal enemies, employing the 
utmost circumspection and vigtl- 
ance in detecting their designs, 
and canfuting their errours, ull 
their folly and wickedness were 
made fully manifest. To the 
unwearied exertions of this holy 
man, in exposing the complicat- 
ed absurdity and blasphemy of 
the diferent systems by which 
hereticks and schismaticks at- 







































tempted to disturb the unity cf 
the church, it may doubtless in 
part be ascribed, under God, that 
none of those systems, thoug!: 
some of them were afterwards re. 
vived with vartous modifications, 
obtained at that time a per 

manent footing, but either entire- 
ly disappeared, or gave place to 
other forms of erroneous doc. 
trine. 

The heresies which have aris- 
en in the christian church, and 
the various sects to which thes 
have given birth, have, in every 
age, furnished the careless with 
an excuse for their indifference, 
and infidels with a fruitful top. 
ick of declamation or ridicule 
‘he unreasonableness of the ar- 
guments which such persons em- 
ploy would be very evident, if we 
were only to consider, that the 
multiplication and divefsity o! 
errour, instead of detracting from 
the impoftance of truth, oug) 

rather to inhance its value, and 
to excite them to diligence in its 
pursuit, and to care and candour 
in its investigation. Bet a biind- 
ed and deceived heart turns men 
aside ; otherwise they would 
cover, in the very fact which 
arms. them against the belief or 
the influence of. christianity, a 
saiisfactory confirmation of its 
civine original. ** It must needs 
be,” UT be. ur blessed Lord, * that 
egences come ;’** evidently mean- 
ing thereby those impediments 
which are thrown in the wav ot 
men’s salvation, etther by th: 
doctrinal errours, or the unholy 
lives, of his professed follower:. 
And with this saying of our 
Lord, the declaration of St. Paul 
perfectly harmonizes, ** For there 
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must be also Aeresies (or, as it is 
in the margin, sects) among you, 
that they which are approved 
may be made manifest among 
you.”* The prediction of St. 
Peter is still more explicit and 
particular. ‘ But there were 
talse prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who 
| privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring up- 
on themselves swift destruction. 
. And many shall follow their per- 
; nicious: ways, by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spo- 
ken of.”’{ But while such pas- 
} sages. sufficiently establish the 
" perverseness of those, who would 
. derive, from the divisions sub- 
sisting in the christian church, an 
| argument against the truth of 
. christianity ; they no less clearly 
it point out the criminality, which 
a attaches to the authors of such 
divisions. May this considera- 
tion have its due weight, and may 


. all, who call themselves by the 
- name of Christ feel, more pow- 
a erfully than ever, the obligation 
h under which they ate laid to 
" ** hold the faith,’ as our excel- 
ts * 1 Cor. xi. 19, See also 1 Tim. iv. 


; 1 and 2 Tim. iii, 1—9. A compari- 
son of this last passage, particularly 
verse the sixth with the ninth chapter 


Ne ofthe First Book of the Treatise of 
Trenzus against heresies; will furnish 
the reader with a striking instance of 
the literal fulfilment of St. Paul’s pre- 


dictions on this sul ject. 
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lent liturgy expresses it, * in uni- 
ty of spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteousness of life.” 

The length of this digression 
will, it is hoped, be pardoned, on 
account of the importance of the 
discussion which it involves, and 
which s¢emed to arise naturally 
out of the narration. It is time 
that we should now advert to the 
means, which Irenzus employed 
to oppose the prevailing heresies. 
He is said to have convened a 
provincial synod at Lyons, for 
the purpose of authoritatively 
condemning them; but the truth 
of this statement, though highly 
probable in itself, rests on too 
slight evidence to be admitted. 
Abundant testimony, however, 
remains of the zeal with which 
he laboured, both by word and 
writing, to preserve the purity of 
christian doctrine from the influx 
of heresy andschism. These ev- 
ils had made theit way into his 
neighbourhood and infected even 
his own flock. The opportunity, 
which he thus enjoyed of conver- 

sing with the leaders of different 
sects, of perusing their works, 
and of carefully examining such 
individuals as having been sedu- 
ced by them from the faith were 
afterward brought back to the 
bosom of the church, enabled him 
to acquire a minute acquaintence 
with the precise nature and ef- 


fects of the prevailing corrup- 
tions, and qualified him for the 
task, which he was induced to 


undertake of writing a treatise 
against heresies. This elaborate 
work, the only work of Irenzus, 
which is now extant, sufficiently 
proves him to have been a dili- 
gent inquirer, and an acute rea- 
soner, as well asa faithful ser- 
vant of Christ, and a zealous de- 
S) 


+ This expression is peculiarly de- 
scriptive of some of the heresies which 
prevailed in the time of Irenzus, as 
well as of some which have corrupted 
the faith of Christ in more modern 
times. 


© 2 Peter ii, 1, 2, 
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fender of evangelical truth. It 
was written between the years 
180 and 192. 

The heresies, which Irenzus 
chiefly opposes in this volume 
are those of, Valentinus, Basilides, 
Marcion, the Gnosticks, &c. In 
reading it, one is almost tempted 
to regret, that he should have be- 
stowed so much time and labour 
on the exposure and confutation 
of opinions, those partictlatly re- 
specting thé nature of God ard 
the persoh of Christ, so absurd 
and monstrous, that they seem to 
require only to be stated, in or- 
der to their being rejected, aé ut- 
terly irfeconcilable to reason and 
scripture. We are very incorh- 
petent judges, however, of the ef- 
fect, which even sch extrava- 
gant notions, as were thien indus- 
triously propagated, wete calct- 
lated to produce, on minds pre- 
pared for their reception by the 
debasing superstition of pagan 
worship, and the wild reveries of 
pagan mythology. Nor do we 
perhaps, in estimating tHe value 
of Irenzus’s labours, sufficiently 
“ippreciate the advantages, which 
We enjoy, in thisage ahd nation, 
from the diffusion of true science, 
and the general circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures. Such, it must 
also be admitted, is the Vitiating 
influetice of false and corrupt 
principles, that, unless the im- 
pediments, which they present to 
the reception of the truth are re- 
moved, little cr no hope can be 
entertained of progress in the di- 
vine life. However unpleasant, 

therefore, may be the task of pur- 
suing errour through all its wind- 
ings, yet, when that task is per- 
formed in a christian spirit, it is 
unquestionably a most important 
labour of love. The volumes, 
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which were written two or three 
centuries ago, to refute the doc- 
trine of indulgencies, transubstan- 
tiation, and the other absurdities 
of popery, now lie neglected on 
our shelves and interest.us a° lit- 
tle as some of ‘the discussions of 
Ireneus. But it must be ac- 
knowledged at the same time, 
that they served a most valuable 
though a temporary purpose, and 
that they conduced, in no smal! 
degree, to the purity, which dis- 
tingnishes the doctrinal articles 
of the church of England. 

In the year 196, Victor, Bish- 
op of Rome, who had succeeded 
Eleutherius about four years be- 
fore, and who was remarkable 
for his temerity. and violence, re- 
vived the controversy respecting 
the celebration of Easter, and en- 
deavoured, in a very imperious 
manner, to impose on the church- 
es of Lesser Asia, the cu:tom of 
keeping iton the next Lord’s day 
after the Jewish passover, altho’ 
these churches had uniformly, 
though almost exclusively main- 
tained that it ought to be obser- 
ved on the fourteenth day of th: 
moon, whatever that day might 
happen to be. The Asiatic bish- 
ops refused to gubmit to this im- 
position : on which Victor, with 
as much arrogance as has since 
been manifested by any of his 
successors in the see of Rome, 
attempted to cut them off from 
the communion of the church, 
and circulated letters, in which 
he pronounced all, who adhered 
to their errour to be excommuni- 
cated. The eastern churches 
were littl moved, however, by 
the threatnings of Victor, and 
they firmly but temperately jus- 
tified their conduct alleging that 
they ought to ohey God rather 
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than man. [ven those bishops, 
who agreed with Victor on the 
point at issue disapproved of his 
rashness ; and, anxious to pre- 
serve the peace and unity of the 
church, they assembled in differ- 
ent places and wrote to Victor, 
strongly censuring his conduct, 
and exhorting him to pursue a 
more moderate and conciliatory 
course. Among the rest, Iren- 
eus wrote a letter in the name of 
his Gallick brethren over whom 
he presided, in which, though he 
acknowledges that the mystery 
of our Lord’s resurrection ought 
to be observed only on Sunday, 
he yet strongly advises Victor 
not to excommunicate whole chur- 
ches for observing an ancient 
custom, which had come to them 
by tradition. The great diver. 
sity, which existed in the mane 
ner of keeping the fast before Eas- 
ter, he argues, had not been per- 
mitted to disturb the peace of the 
church ; neither had the differ- 
ence respecting Easter itself ten- 
ded to prevent those of one par- 
ty from freely communicating 
with those of the other. In proof 
of this statement he adduces the 
example ot Anicetus, the Bishop 
ot Rome, who allowed Polycarp, 
while on a visit to that city, tho’ 
differing from him on this point, 
to consecrate the sacrament in 
his own church. Ireneus, adds 
Eusebius, being truly answerable 
to his name, thus became a peace. 
maker, labouring to assert and 
maintain the unity of the church. 
And it appears, trom the same 
authority, that ke wrote not only 
to Victor, but to several other 
bishops, in the hope of allaying 
the controversy, which had been 
thus unhappily raised. When the 
indue importance attached to 
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this ceremona! observance is con- 
sidered, we are led to suspect that 
the power of vital christianity 
must, at this period, have great- 
ly declined : a suspicion, which 
gathers strength from other cir- 
cumstances, 

The external tranquility which 
the church had for twenty two 
years enjoyed was at length in- 
terrupted. ‘The emperour Sever- 
us, who had _ hitherto acted with 
great lenity toward the christians 

epan,in the year 202, a most 
furious persecution against them. 
It was at Alexandria that the 
storm fell with the greatest weight. 
but it wasseverely felt in other 
parts of the empire, and particu. 
larly, if we may believe Grego- 
ry of ‘Tours, at Lyons, to which 
place the attention of the empe- 
rour was the more likely to be 
drawn, ashe had probably been 
governour of that province du- 
ring the persecution, which raz- 
ed inthe time of Marcus Aurel- 
ius. ‘The only account we have 
of the transactions, which took 
place at Lyons, in the course of 
this new persecution, is given by 
the author just mentioned ; and 
as it is not contradicted by any 
more ancient writers, it may be 
regarded as in the matin authen- 
tick. He states that Irenzus 
having undergone several cours- 
es of preparatory torture was at 
length put to death, and with 
him a vast number of his flock. 
His body was obtained by Zach- 
arias his presbyter, and buried 
in a vault between two christians, 
who had suffered mattyrdom on 
a former occasion. 

‘Thus died Ireneus accorditgz 
tosome, in the year 202, accor- 
ding to others, in the year 208 ; 
a man eminently distinguished 
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by his love to God, and by his 
solicitude for the salvation of his 
fellow men. Inthe prosecution 
of this object he made light of 
dangers and difficulties, and was 
neither moved by the fury of pa- 
gan persecutors, nor by the ma- 
lignant opposition of false breth- 
ren. Though accustomed in his 
youth to the polished manners 
and luxurious softness of an 
Asiatick life, he scrupled not to 
leave his own country at his Mas- 
ter’s call, and to fix his abodea- 
mong the rough and uncivilized 
inhabitants of Gaul, cheerfully 
conforming himself to their rude 
habits. Nor was it the least sat- 
isfactory proof of his humility 
and self denial, of his love to the 
souls of men, and of his zeal in 


the service of Christ, that, though 
versed in the elegant literature 
of Greece, he should take pains 
to acquire the barbarous dialect 
of the people among whom he 
vias appointed to labour, and to 
divest himself, as it were, of those 
refinements, which might hinder 
the success ef his ministry. 
Rare fruit of christian charity, 
exclaims a pious historian of the 
church of Christ,* and highly 
worthy the attention of pastors in 
an age like this, in which to many 
undertake to preach christianity, 
who yet distinguish themselves 
in any thing rather than in what 
peculiarly belongs to their office ! 
Chris. Observer. 





Mr. Milner. 


Seeligious Communications. 


AN INQUIRY RESPECTING THE PROPRIETY OF THE PREVAILING 


PRACTICE OF DRINKING TOASTS. 


Tus practice has become, of 
late, exceedingly frequent, and, 
from various circumstances, is 
likely to become still more so. 
It is indulged by all political par- 
ties, and professing christians, of 
all denominations, occasionally 
unite init. Its nature and ten- 
dency, however seem not, as yet, 
to have been sufficiently investi- 
gated. It seems to have been 
taken for granted, that there is 
no impropriety in it, and that no 
harm can proceed from allowing 
it to prevail. And hence it is, 
that no one has undertaken, pub- 


licly, either to condemn, or to 
justify it. 

The inquiry, on which I am 
entering, cannot, it is presumed, 
be thought unimportant or unin- 
teresting by any, who have made 
a public profession of religion, 
and who would wish to maintain 
that circumspect and exemplary 
courte of life, which the gospel 
requires, Tor, though there maj 
be reasons why they would wish 
to unite in this practice occasion- 
ally, still, I am persuaded, that 
if it be really an unscriptural prac- 
tice, they would wish to know 
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that this is the case, and avoid it. 
To persons of this description, 
therefore, my remarks will be 
addressed, and the particular in- 
quiry, which I would make, is 
this, Is the practice under con- 
sideration of such a nature, that 
it may consistently be adopted 
by a professor of religion ? 

It will readily occur to every 
one, who is acquainted with the 
practice, that its object is to ex- 
press approbation. A sentiment, 
or a wish, is expressed, by some 
one of the party, and then, asa 
testimony of approbation, each 
one present partially repeats it, 
and drinks, or, at least, exhibits 
the appearanceof drinking, a glass 
of wine. Now, admitting that 
the sentiment or wish, is perfect- 
ly correct, and even such as ought 
to be approved by every pious 
mixd, it may still be asked, is the 
appearance of drinking a glass of 
strong drink, a mode of expres- 
sing approbation, which it is suit- 
able for a christian to adopt ? 
To bring this question to a de- 
cision, suffer me to introduce a 
supposition, Let it be supposed, 
that some celebrated preacher of 
the gospel, an apostle if you will, 
should enter a certain place, and 
there, in a public manner, testify 
the gospel of the grace of God, 
with unusual clearness and pow- 
er. Let it be supposed, that num- 
bers are struck under conviction, 
by the solemn and weighty con- 
siderations, which he brings into 
view ; and that numbers, also, 
are made to rejoice, being bro’t 
out of bondage into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 
On retiring from the place of 


worship, let it be supposed, that_. 


one, who had long been a profes- 
cor of religion, should accost his 
4rethren in the following terms : 
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Brethren, we have beard most 
excellent things to day ; and ina 
manner calculated to refresh our 
minds exceedingly. We have 
heard truths, which it becomes 
us not only to retain in our mem- 
ories, and practice in our lives, 
but, also, decidedly and publicly, 
to approve. Let us, then, who 
profess to have experienced the 
power. of these truths on our 
hearts, retire by ourselves, & have 
a drink, in testimony of our ap- 
probation. Let us repeat over 
the great and all important truths 
we have heard, one by one, and 
to each, let us drink, or, at least, 
appear to drink, a glass of wine. 
In this way, we shall show to by- 
standers, decidedly, how perfect- 
ly we approve of these sentiments, 
and how much we have been 
gratified with the transactions of 
this day. Whe: is there, whose 
mind is impressed, in the smallest 
degree with the serious nature of 
divine things, that would not 
shudder at such a proposal? But 
why ? if drinking strong drink 
be a suitable way, for a serious 
person to express his approbation 
at all, there can, surely, be no 
great impropritey in adopting it, 
in relation tothose subjects,which, 
of all others, ought to command 
his approbation. But if, in rela- 
tion to the most proper subjects 
of approbation, the mind revolts 
from it, with a kind of horror, as 
though it were a epecies of impi- 
ety, bordering nearly on that 
which can profanely turn to 
mocking the most serious things, 
it will hardly admit of a ques- 
tion, whether it be such a mode 
of expressing approbaticn, as may 
ever be consistently adopted by 
professing christians. 
Some further light may, per- 
haps, be thrown on this practice, 
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by directing our inquirics toward 
its origin, IL know of nothing, 
from which we can ascertain, 
with certainty, either the time 
when, or the occasion on which, 
this practice was fist introduced. 
All that I shall be able to do on 
this particular, will be simply to 
suggest some rational conjecture, 
arising from the nature and cir- 
cumstances of the case. It is 
most probable, that the practice 
of drinking toasts was originally 
engrafted on that of drinking 
healths. ‘This latter practice be- 
coming uninteresting, from its 
perpetual sameness, and from its 
limited nature, not affording suf- 
ficient scope for the gratification 
of an intemperate appetite, it is 
probable, that some one, after 
drinking tothe health of his com- 
panions, and finding himself not 
satisfied, conceived the thought 
of expressing some other wish, 
or perhaps-a sentiment, and mak- 
ing this an excuse for drinking 
another glass. -‘Lhis thought, 
being put into practice, would 
be readily imitated by his cum. 
panions, and soon become a kind 
ef established custom, among 
persons of this description. From 
ptivate, it was probably transfer- 
red to public occasions, and, in 
pracess of time, became a kind of 
necessary appendage of every 
pubhe entertamment. If these 


‘corpectures are well founded, it 


will readily be perceived, that 
the origin of this practice is to 
be traced to an intemperate thirst 
for strong drink, and thatit was 
mitroduced to afford a plausible 
pretence for drinking more than 
was reguisite, for the purposes of 
health and. uccfulness. It may 
naturally be concluded, also, that 


a@ comtinuance of the same cau:zes 


has served to perpetuate the prac- 
tice tothe present time. With 
the strictest propriety, therefore, 
it may be styled an intemperate 
practice. Andit may well be 
questioned, whether a considera- 
ble part of those, who ynite in it 
on public occasions, do not actu- 
atly pass beyand those bounds, 
which temperance prescribes. 

In order to set aside the force 
of this representation, it will 
probably be said, that on ordina- 
ry Occasions, no one is supposed 
to be under obligations to drink 
more than will be really uteful. 
Each one is allowed, simply, to 
put his glass to his mouth, and 
scarcely taste a drop, while the 
whole of the toasts are drinking, 
if he sees fit so to do. And it 
will be added, also, jthat it isa 
fact, that where the toasts are nu- 
merous, very few do drink their 
glass ateach. All this is readi- 
ly admitted. But, at the same 
time, it must certainly be admit- 
ted, on the other hand, also, that 
every one is supposed to be un- 
der obligations to put the glass 
to his mouth, as though he drank 
itoff at each toast; and it 1s ex- 
pected, also, that he will, at leasr, 
drink a little. Under these cir- 


cumstances, when the number ot 


toasts is considerably large, as is 
frequently the case, it must often 
happen, uuless they are more 
than ordinarily on their guard, 
that many, betore they are aware 
of it, will have transcended those 
bounds, which the scripture has 
assioned to the ute of incbriating 
drinks. ‘he rule prescribed im 
the word of God is this; Drink 
a little wine for thy stomachs sake, 
and thine infirmities. . More thaa 
this, it doesnot admit; more 
than this is literally intemper- 
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ance, though its inebriating qual- 
ity should not discover itself in 
the smallest degree. Consider- 
ing, then, from whence this prac- 
tice originated, together with its 
obvious and almost necessary 
tendency, I appeal to the can- 
dor of every reader, whether it 
may not, with the strictest pro- 
priety, be termed intemperate. IT 
even ask, whether the scarce in- 
telligible name of drinking toasts 
might not justly be exchanged, 
for the more appropriate appel- 
lation of intemperance by rule, as 
being more éxpressive of its real 
nature ? This being the case, can 
it be suitable for a christian ever 
to adoptit? He may, it is true, 
be co well guarded as not to 
transgress, in the quantity which 
he drinks, but can he justify him- 
self in countenancing a practice, 
originating from such a source, 
and leading, almost. invariably, 
to such con:equences ? 

Though the above conjecturés 
have probably furnished us with 
the real origin of this practice, 
yet it is possible, that a circum- 
stance, not as yet adverted to; 
may have given rise to it in part. 
Every one, who is acquainted 
with the writings of the ancient 
Poets, will readily recollect, that, 
when giving an account of pagan 
festivals, they describe a prac- 
tice, very nearly resembling that, 
which we are investigating. 
When feasting together on pub. 
lic occasions, their heroes are 
represented, as taking goblets, 
or large drinking vessels, filled 
with wine, and then, after expres- 
sing some wish, in the form of a 
prayer to. some deity, and pour- 
ing out a small part of it as a li- 
bation, or drink offering, as 
drinking off the remainder them- 
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selves. And, itis very possible, 
that the practice under considera- 
tion, may have been first suggest- 
ed by thispagan custom. If so; 
in addition to its being intempe- 
rate, it merits, also, the appella- 
tion of Jdelatrous. And, as ask 
the apostle, what agreement hath 
the temple of God with idols ? For 
ye are the temple of the living God. 
Something, perhaps, may be 
learned, respecting this practice, 
by attending to the train of re- 
fiections, which will naturally 
arise in the mind of a serious 
person, who has been incautious- 
ly drawn into it, and who, in the 
midst of it, is led seriously to in- 
quire what he is doing, and to 
compare it with that exemplary 
course of life, which he is direct- 
edto pursue. Should a sertous 
person, in such a situation, be led 
into such a train of serious inqui- 
ry, his thoughts, I imagine, 
would run very nearly in the fol- 
lowing channel. I am required 
to be ever watchful against temp. 
tation: But here I am exposing 
myself to it, and under such cir- 
cumstances, that I have great 
‘reason to fear, 1 shall not beable 
to withstand. Iam required to 
abstain from every appearance of 
evil, and to sét, at all times, a 
becoming example of temperance 
and sobriety : But here lam, so 
far aS appearance is concerned, 
drinking to excess, and ‘etting 
before bystanders an example of 
intemperance. 1am required to 
come out froma world that li- 
eth in wickedness, to be Seperate 
from them, andeven to hate the 
garment thatis spotted by the 
fiesh: But here I am, uniting 
with the world, and in a scene 
perso congenial with the feel- 
ings of such, as are altogether 
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controlled by the Iu ts of the 
flesh. [am commanded not to 

suffer sin upon my brother, but 
in any wise to rebuke him: But 
here | am, not only suffering him, 
as I have reason to believe in his 
intemperance, but even counte- 
nancing him in it, by the part 
which I myself am taking. I 
zm directed to give offence to no 
one, and particularly, to be cau- 
tious not to lay a stumblingblock 
before my weak brother: But 

should some cne of my weaker 
bicthiteh be emboldened to imt- 
tate my example, might he not, 
through my means, before he is 
aware of it, be overtaken with 
the guilt and shame of drunken- 
hess? T am ein to fai all 
things to of God ;'1. e. 
in such aw ay as to express a de- 


the S lory 


cided regard to him and his com- 


mands: But here I am, drinking 
a little wine, not in such a way, 
us to signify, that I do it for my 
health’s sake, as he directs, but 
tather in sucha way as to ind: 
cate, that T am gore: nee by the 
customs of the world, and éven 
customs, which are most perfect- 
ly sured to the carnal state of 
their minds. Something of this 
kind, I am per:uaded, must be 
the train of thought, which would 
naturally arise in the mind of a 
rerious person, in such a situation, 
‘hould-his attention be turned 
toware that exemplary, sniritual 
and telf-denying life, which he is 
required to maintain. And’ would 
it be ble for one, who takes 
the revealed will of God for the 
rule, by which he atimsto regu- 
rate his conduct, to feel as though 
a practice, which runs counter to 
<O Many directions, could be jus- 
tified ? Would he not be convin- 


eed. that the whole current ef 
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practical godliness requires, that 
it should be renounced ? 

Should we turn cur inquiries 
to the influence, which this prac- 
tice will probably have on a per- 
son’s usefulness, we may per- 
ceive, perhaps, something more 
of its impropriety. Itis always 
to be expected, that this practice 
willbe attended with considera. 
ble noise, much earnal mirth, 
and much vain, unprofitable con- 
versation. ‘T‘he character of ma- 
ny persons, who will always be 
present on such océasions, t togeth- 
er with the natural effect of spir- 
itous drinks, wilb justify a pre- 
sumption, that things of this kind 
willalways be associated. Let 
it be stipposed, then, thata parent 
soon after taking a part in such 
a scene, should feel it his duty to 
dissuade a child, from attending 
some scene of vain, papeeterblc 
amusement,—a scene, which he 
really thinks to be wrong, and 
which is given up, by the more 
serious part of christians, as being 
very ‘injurious to the youthful 
mind. On discoursing however, 
with his child, should he find his 
expostulations resisted, by hav- 
ing his attention turned to what 
he himself had been doing, what 
could he say? Supposing his 
child should say, why are you so 
unwilling that I should attend 
this. scene of amusement im 
contemplation? We shall not 


do worse, than was done, where 


you were a few days since. We 
shall not drink more, nor spend 
more, nor make more: noise, nor 
have more vain, unprofitable con- 
versation, nor conduct more un- 
like what is required of chris- 
tians —What auswer could the 
parent make, without condemn- 
ing himself? Should he under- 
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ake to tearch for a difference in 
he cases, and, in that way, to 
convince his child, that the one 
may consistently be justified, 
while the other is condemned, he 
would find it exceeding difficult, 
if not impossible, to point out any 
such difference as would carry 
conviction to the mind. The 
most plausible distinction, on 
which he could insist for this pur- 
poze, would be the different ob- 
jectsinview. He mightsay, our 
object, my child, was very differ- 
enent from yours. We were, at 
that time, expressing our appro- 
bation of certain sentiments, 
which, under present circumstan- 
ces, it is highly important should 
be approved. But your object 
will be, to gratify the lusts of the 
flesh, the Justs of the. eye, and 
the pride of life. To this his 
child might reply, I have no 
doubt, that your object was, as 
you say, to. express ~ your appro. 
bation; But, at the same time, 
you cannot deny, but that, with 
this object, you associated a grat- 
ification of the lusts of the flesh, 
and much carnal mirth. Our 
object is very similar to this. It 
is principally to express our mu- 
tual regard for each other ; and 
surely, it is of as much impor- 
tance, that we should love one 
another and express. our love, as 
that you should express your ap- 
probation of any sentiment exhib- 
ited, that day. And if, with this 
object, we should associate a little 
carnal mirth, and gratification of 
the lusts of the flesh, what shall 
we do more than was done by 
yourself ?——-Thus, those who have 
taken a part in sucha practice, 
will find, if they attempt to be 
faithful, that, in one point of view 
they have tied their own hands. 
T 


And can it be consistent for those 
who are required to shine as lights 
in the world, thus to throw away 
their own influence ? 

But some one, perhaps, who is 
more influenced by the letter of 
the sacred writings, than by their’ 
spirit, will be ready to ask ; 
Where do you find this practice 


expressly condemned ? And. 
if it be no where expressly con- - 


demned, is it not superstitious 
preciseness to make so muca ado 
about it, and insist, that, as a mat- 
ter of conscience, it ought to be 
abandoned ? Tothis I reply, that 
this practice, it is true, is not ex- 
pressly condemned in the word of 
God, partly for this reason un- 
doubtedly, that it was then ur- 
known ; and partly for this, that 
it was the object of the inspired 
writers to furnish us with general 
principles, applicable to all times 
and places, rather than to pass a 
judgment on particular practices 
in detail. And I am willing to 


submit it to the decision of every ~ 


candid person, whether it does not 
appear, from what has been said, 


that there are many general prin-- 


ciples in the scriptures, which im- 


plicitly condemn this practice ?' 


‘To this, however, I would add, 
that there are certain passages, 


which, on a candid construction,. 
must be admitted to include this. 
practice, and to forbid it. Paul. 
exhorts his brethren at Rome, not: 


to walk in rioting and drunken- 
ness. By rioting is to be unders 


stood, in this place, as we learn: 
both by the connection, and by 
the meaning of the word in the 


original, all such practices as 
have some resemblance to drunk- 
enness, but which do not actual- 
ly amount to it. And, surely, 
the practice in question is of this 
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*ery desciiption. The apostle Pe- 
ter is still more definite. Among 
several things, in which he signi- 
fies, that christians ought ret to 
live, he mentions banguettings — 
By examining the original, to as- 
certain the precise meaning of 
this pone itis found to signify 
social drinkings, or, as it might 
be rendered witb the strictest lit- 
eral propriety, by adopting a vul- 
gar expression, drinking toasts, or 
drinking matches. But without 
proceeding further on this point, 
it is obvious to remark, that this 
practice is as expressly condem- 
hed, as area multitude of others, 
which are universally conceded 
to be unscriptural. No one will 
question, but that it must have 
been wrong for a christian, when 
sitting In an idols temple, to pour 
eut, after the manner of the hea- 
then, a libation tothe deity there 
worshipped. And, yet, this prac- 
tice, though it prevailed, m the 
days of the apostles, through the 
whole known world, is not once 
mentioned in the sacred writings, 
and is no where more expressly con- 
demred, than is the practice of 
drinking toasts. 

But sume one, perhaps, with a 
degree of astonishment, temper- 
ed, however, with a degree of in- 
credibility, will be ready to ask, 
What do you make of all our 
good men, who, from 
time immemorial, have been in 
the habit of uniting, occasionally, 
in the practice ? Do not your re- 
marks lead to this, that they 
must be judged to be sensual, in- 
temperate, ungedly, idolatrous, 
persons ?—To this I reply, that 
practical godliness is a progres- 
sive thing ; keeping pace with 
the light let i in upon the minds 
of christians at large. In the 


wise and 
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davs of the reformers it was an 
established opinion, that the civil 
magistrate had a right to punish 
for heresy ; and, on the ground 
of this opinion, many wise and 
good men were drawn into the 
unchristian practice of persecu- 
tion. But notwithstanding this, 
we do not hesitate to believe, that 
they were persons of real piety ; 
and the teason why we believe 
this, is, because theif minds had 
received so little light on the sub- 
ject of toleration. Should a per- 
son, however, at the present day, 
and in the midst of all the light 
that has been thrown on this sub- 
ject, avow such an opinion, and 
practice upon it, we should at 
once conclude him to be utter!y 
destitwie of the spirit of the gos- 
pel. In a simiiar manner, the 
minds cf christians, at the present 
day, seem to be much in the dark 
respecting the nature of drinking 
toasts. No one has undertaken, 
publicly, to investigate it, or to 
apply to it these rules of christian 
propriety, which are laid down 
in the scriptures, If, then, per- 
sons, who otherwise give evidence 
of piety, are found among those, 
who are in this practice, we have 
no right to infer, in the present 
state of things, that they are un- 
godly persons. But, if they 
should persist in this practice, at- 
ter it has been thoroughly inves- 
tigated, a different opinion, per- 
haps, ougnt so be formed. * 
Suffer me now, my brethren, 
to beseech you, when solicited te 
join in this practice, to pause and 
consider, before you proceed.— 
If there be any foundation for the 
foregoing observations, it is cer- 
tainly a practice, which you 
ought toavoid. You will, prob- 
ably, be told, that this practice 
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hasexisted, for time immemorial ; 
but I must remind you, that an- 
tiguity Sanctionsnothing. It will 
be said, that good men have uni- 
ted in it, without any reluctance ; 
but I need not tell you, I trust, 
that good men may err. You 
will probably be urged, with 
much earnestness, to take a part 
init, and, perhaps, be in danger 
of giviug offence, should you not; 
but would it not be better to sub- 
mit to this, than to suffer the men 
of the world to obtain, even a 


momentary triumph, over your 
fidelity to your Lord and Mas- 
ter. Receive, with much seri- 
ousness, the thoughts, which have 
been suggested in this essay ;— 
compare them carefully with the 
scriptures of truth; and may the 
great head of the church so en- 
lighten and impress your minds, 
as to cause your light to shine, 
that others seeing your good 
works, may glorify your Father 
in heaven. 
Herman. 


eo 


Miscetlany. 


ON THE RUINOUS EFFECTS OF 
ARDENT SPIRITS. 


(From the Panoplist._) 
Strong drink is raging —SoLomon 


No. I. 

Tue friends of religion and 
humanity throughout our coun- 
try, have long seen, and deeply 
lamented, the ‘ntemperate use of 
intoxicating liquors. They have 
also long been convinced, that 
something ought to be done to 
effect a reformation ;—:0 cure, 
if possible, such as are already 
infected, and, if not, at least to 
prevent the further spread of the 
deadly contagion, Nor have 
the wise and good, in time past, 
altegether contented themselves, 
with unavailing regrets and good 
wishes. A kind of desultory 
warfare has been carried on a- 
gainst the common enemy, with 
various success. 

Legislators have imposed their 
authority, to arrest the trium- 


eee emcmennmine 


phant and desolating progress, 
of the evil in question. Laws 
against tippling and drunken. 
ness, armed with severe penal- 
ties, have been enacted, in, per- 
haps, every state of the Union. 
Informing officers have been ap- 
pointed, occasional presentments 
have been made, and the laws 
have sometimes been executed. 
Ministers of the Gospel, in the 
mean time, have not been whol. 
ly inactive. They have attack- 


ed the foe, with the weapons of 


their warfare, which, when skil- 
fully used, are mighty thraugh God 
ta the pulling down of strong holds. 
Here and.there a church, also, 
has done something to resist the 
progress of intemperance ; while 
here and there an individual has 
attacked it, with a_ resolution, 
which cannot be too highly com. 
mended, or too generally emu- 
lated, 

During all this time, howev- 
er, the great destroyer has been 
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steadily gaining ground, Every 
grog-shop is at once an achiever, 
and a monument of its victories. 
Our taverns, and our grave. yards 
are filled with its trophies. Not 
content with extending its rava- 
ges, and multiplying its triumphs, 
among the refuse of society, it 
has invaded all ranks, and made 
awful havoc of property, genius, 
learning, reputation, and happi- 
ness. It is an enemy, which 
sparing neither high. nor low, 
seems in this country to be wa- 
ging a war of extermination. 
‘Thousands of husbands has it al- 
ready torn from the bosom of 
their families ; thousands of sons 
from the embraces of their pa- 
rents, Like the ‘“ croaking 
plagues of Egypt,” it has found 
its way, into the very bed-cham- 
bers of the rich and the poor, the 
public officer and the private 
citizen. 

Even magistrates themselves, 
the appointed guardians of the 
laws, have not always escaped. 
Nay more, this audacious and 
deadly foe to the bodies and 
couls of men, has leaped over the 
pale of the church, polluted the 
sanctuary, and, (Row shall it be 
speken?) has numbered among 
its victims ministers of the Gos- 
pel. 

To change the figure, intem- 
perance, which was scarcely 
known in this country, tll long 
after its settlement by our ances- 
tors, has within the last twenty 
or thirty years swoollen to a 
mighty flood, not confined, like 
our great rivers, to a particular 
channel, but spreading over the 
face of the whole country, threat- 
ening to sweep away, in its 
course the strongest bulwarks of 
religion and government, togeth- 
er with the sentinels that should 


guard, and the arms that should 
defend them ; and bearing on its 
fiery surges, a huge and fright- 
ful mass of wreck and desolation. 
So wide and impetuous has this 
overflowing scourge at length 
become, that almost every body 
is retreating before it. “Even the 
most courageous are astonished 
anc dismayed at its progress. 
They not only hear its porten- 
tous roar, but witness and trem- 
ble at its deadly ravages. 
Intemperance is certainly, at 

the present time, one of the most 
demoralizing, loath:ome, heav- 
en prevoking abominations of 
this country. Every body who 
has either eyes, or ears, must ad- 
mit that here, at least, strong drink 
is raging. The experience of 
thousands proves, that it is like 
a fire shut up in the bones. It 
allows its votaries no ease. It 
consumes the best estates, often 
with a rapidity resembling that 
of a conflagration, It rages like 
a burning fever in the body, like 
a fallen spirit in the head, like a 
wild beast in the family, and like 
a sweeping pestilence in the com- 
munity. Profaneness, gambling, 
lewdness, poverty, disgrace, law- 
suits, brutal stupidity, raving 
destraction, despair, murder, and 
suicide, march initstrain. Ma- 
ny years ago, an eminent physi- 
cian of Philadelphia gave it as 
his opinion, that more than four 
thousand* of our citizens were 
annually hurried to an un timely 
grave, by the hand of this ruth- 
less destroyer. That the evil 
has increased, instead of dimin- 
ishing, since that time, there can 
be no doubt. Already there is 
good reason to believe, have in- 
toxicating liquors cost the Unit- 
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ed States more lives than their 
_ independence ; demoralized more 
persons, broken more hearts, beg- 
gared more families, and sent 
more souls to perdition than any 
ether single vice. 

Strong drink may be denomi- 
nated the grand Moloch of this 
proud republic. If children are 
not caused to pass throuzh the 
fire, they are reduced to rags and 
starvation. If its devotees are 
pot crushed to death by the 
wheels of a stupendous car, they 
ate consumed by the slow flames 
which it kindles in their vitals. 


If it is not worshipped on every. 


high hill, and under every green 
tree, it has its shrines on the banks 
of almost every brook, in the 
midst of every village, and by 
the side of every road. Think of 
four thousand ¢elf-devoted hu- 
man victims, immolated every 
year upon its altars. Where, in 
this ,wide world, is there a grav- 
cn image, ‘or any false god, that 
demands.more? Melancholy as 
isthe account given by Dr. Bu- 
chanan of the sanguinary rites at 
Juggernaut, and the vast adja- 
cent plain, paved with human 
bones, it does not appear, that 
four theusand lives are sacrificed 
there, within the short period of 
asingle year. While, therefore, 
every benevolent heart is wishing 
and praying for the emancipa- 
tion of the infatuated Hindoos 
from that abominable idolatry, 
it surely becomes every one to 
deplore the tyrannical sway of 
this monstrous vice, in this Chris. 
tran land; and, if possible, to de- 
vise ways and means for over- 
throwing its empire. 

If nothing more were necessa- 
ry, than a general statement of 
the evils cf intemperance and the 


importance of a reformation, the 
preceding remarks might suffice. 
But it would be doing the sub- 
ject great injustice to dismiss it 
here, especially as in that case, 
many would, probably; look up- 
on the foregoing dreadful pic- 
ture, as very much overdrawn. 
The writer is confident, that eve- 
ry thing which has been advanc- 
ed can be more than supported, 
without a very extensive or mi- 
nute investigation. To this end 


he solicits a candid hearing, while 


he proceeds very briefly to speci- 
fy more particularly some of the 
legion of evils, which are produ- 
ced by ardent spirits in this coun- 
try. 
1. Look at their deadly effects 
upon the bodies of their infatu- 
ated victims. Physicians all a- 
gree, that intemperance has a 
direct tendency to destroy health, 
and shorten life. %Ina vast mul. 
titude of instances, it is the le. 
gitimate parent of fevers, drop- 
sies, consumption, gout, palsy, 
and appoplexy. * Ardent spir- 
its,’ says Dr. Rush, (and so 
says almost every other physi- 
cian,) “dispose the body to ac- 
cute diseases in every form, and 
excite fevers in persons predispos- 
ed to them from other causes. 
Thus, when yeliow fevers have 
visited the cities of the U. States, 
hard drinkers have seldom es- 
caped, and rarely recovered.” 
The same remark has been 
made concerning the most a- 
Jarming and fatal diseases, which 
have, within a few years past, 
prevailed in different parts of 
the country. The writer ha: 
been assured, that hard drink- 
ers have been remarkably sin- 
gled out by the destroying angel ; 
and that, insome places, not an 
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individual of this class has re. 
eovered from an attack. Go 
then to the bedside of a neigzh- 
bour or a friead, who has loag 
been laying up, in his system, 
the fuel of ardent spirits to 
feed the fever that now consumes 
him. Perhaps he was never call- 
ed a drunkard. It may be that 
ke was never completely intox- 
icated. But he drank regular- 
Ty and freely. Now behold 
him oa the brink of eternity. 
His tongue is parched. His 
brain is disordered. Hs disease, 
which he might have escaped by 
temperance, or which, had he 
been temperate, would have 
yielded to the power of medi- 
eine, isnow incurable. fis eye 
grows dim; he struggles; he 
gasps ; he expires; and in him 


you behold the fate of vast num- 
bers, who follow the same course. 

Shall we procee! further, and 
point you to ten thou-and shad- 


ows of human existence in the 
Rast stages of var ous other dis- 
eases brought on by excessive 
drinking ? Shall we uadertake to 
count the miserable creatures, 
who, in one place and another, 
are every year tortured to death 
by this Promethean vulture? 
Shall we press physicians to tell 
how many names, 01 Our an- 
nual bills of mortahty, are in- 
scribed there by the hand oi this 
- destroyer? Shall we go from 
rave to grave, in the fields of 
be dead, and a.k tomb-stones 
Ww many victims of ardent spir- 
speath them? Ah! if 
vomb-stones might tell the truth, 
how aifectiag would be their re- 
sort! 
Let us take another view of 
Sus sunject. It will not be ques- 
rowed, that health and life are 
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often destroyed by strong drink, 
in many ways which have not 
yet been mentioned. Who, saith 
the royal preacher, hath woe? 
Who hath sorrow ? Who hath con- 
tentions ? Who hath babbling ? 
Who hath wounds without case ? 
Who hath redness of eyes? They 
that tarry long at the wine; they 
that go to seek mixed wine. Hard 
drinking ts the parent of almost 
every crime that can be named, 
aud exposes its votaries to dan- 
gers and deaths wherever they 
go. How many have been 
dragged from the grog-shop to 
prison, aad from prison to the 
gallows! How many in fits ot 
drunkenness, have had their limbs 
broken, and been miserably crip- 
pled for life! How many in at- 
tempting to return from the tav- 
ern, have reeled from their hors. 
esinto eternity ! How often, how 
very oiten, is the drunkard found 
stretched by the way side on the 
cold and damp earth; exposed to 
the wheels of the hasty traveller ; 

wet with the dew of heaven ; 
shivering under the piercing blasts 
of winter, or perhaps, lying stit 
in the tron slum}er of death! It 
isneediess to enlarge. Every 
reader must be convinced, by his 
own obsei vations, and a littie re- 
flection, that ardent spirits are 
making terrible havoc in our¢oun- 
try. 


ANECDOTES. 

S. Basil gives an account oF 
49 soldiers, who suffered as Mar- 
tyrs at Sebastia in Armenia; 
the reiza of Licinius, when the 
Govertror, to contrive a new 
method of torment, had com, 
minded them to stand naked all 








night in cold frosty weather, in 
a pond of water, ‘They first gave 
thanks to God, that they put cf 
their clothes and their sins to- 

ether ; and then comforted ore 
another by balancing their pres- 
ent hardships, with their future 
bopes. ‘Is the weather sharp ? 
said thev, * Paradise is comforta- 
ble and delightful. Is the frost 
cold and severe? the rest that re- 
maineth for the people of God is 
sweet and pleasant.~-Let us hold 
out a little while, and Abraham’s 
bosom will refresh and comfort 
us. We shall change this one 


night for an eternal age of hap- 


piness.— Let our feet suffer with 
the severity of the cold, so that 
we may forever rejoice ard tri- 
umph with angels.—Let our 
hands sink down, so that we may 
have liberty to lift them up to 
God.— How many cf our fellow 
soldiers have lost their lives to 
keep faith with their temporal 
princes! And should we be un- 
faithful to the true King of Heav- 
en? How many have justly died 
for their crimes and villanies! 
And shall we refuse to die in the 
cause of righteousness and reli- 
sion? ’Tis but the fle:h that suf- 
fers; let us not spare it.—Since 
we must die once, let us die that 
we may live.’ Just before their 
eondemnation, their commander 
persuaded them, both by promis- 
es and threatnings, assuring them 
that if they would but deny 
Christ, they should make their 
own terms, both as to riches and 
honor.—They told him that he 
laid his snares at a wrong door ; 
that he could not give them, what 
he endeavored to take from them ; 
nor could they close with his of- 
fer, witheut being infinite losers 
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by the bergain:—that it was to 
no perpose to proffer a little of 
this world to them who despised 
the whole of it; that all these vis- 
ible advantages were nothing to 
what they had in hope and exs 
pectation. All the beauties and 
glories of heaven and earth not 
being ccmparab!e to that state 
of blessedness, which 1s the por- 
tion of the righiecus; the one 
being short lived and transitory, 
the other permanent and eternal. 
‘That they were ambitious of no 
gift, but the crown cf righteous- 
ness, ner scught after any other 
gicry, but that which was heav- 
ently. That they feared no tor- 
ments, but those of hell, and that 
fire which was truly terrible. 
As for ubese punishments which 
he inflicted, they accounted them 
but as the blows of children, and 
the ill usage their bodies met 
with the longer it wat enduredy 
the brighter would be theiz 
crown. 


LINBER VOWS. 


There is always a fallacy in re- 
solves of amendment, when some 
future time is assigned for begin- 
ning the work.—Whoever are 
unwilling to give attention to the 
business of seif-correction to-day, 
cannot be sincere in resolving to 
attend to it hereafter; because, 
if possessing the same dispositions, 
their repugnance will be as great, 
and -their objections as strong 
to morrow, next year, or at any 
future time, as they are at pres- 
ent. Accordingly, the Book 
that teaches Wisdom, solemnly 
exhorts and commands the chik 
dren of men, to seek her now. 
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MISSIONS OF TITE UNITED BRETH- 


We have before ns the Periodical 
Accounts of these Missions, from No. 
TAX. to Na. LAIV. meclusive, from 
which we shall procecd to give such 
extractsas ivy be likely to interest 
our readers 

Liahrader. 

These numbers contain an aceount 
of the state of the Labrador niissians 
tor three successive years, 1810, 18:1, 
and 1312. 

Ma peduie, Jitiy 253, 1810.— We en- 
treat vou,dear brethren, in the mast 
eordial manner, to present to the ven- 
erable British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, ae most tervent thanks for 
thei kindness towards our poor be- 
lieving Esquimaux, in having sent 
them such a valuable present as the 
Gospelor St. John and part of that 
or St. Luke, printed im their own Jan- 
LEO» May our gracious hone ind 
Saviour me! ly reward them for it, and 
enable them to nwake known a save 
ins word, by distributing it through- 
out every fand and nation, to the glo- 
rv ofthis redemption. When our Es- 
quimaux are alt at home, and we ap- 
pomt a meeting to distribute these 
hooks, there will be great joy mani. 
fested among them. and manya prav- 
ery witbarise from their very hearis in 
halfot the Socicty.” 

* Ourp ‘oper calling tomzke known 
tito the E-quiniaus nation, 
has remained most iuportant to us, 
ul We heave sought to improve every 
occasion lo represent to them the love 
of fosus, and what He lias done ard 
sinierca to redeena Us, — to procure 
ioe us eteraal hfe and happiness.— 
Hie avam granted His power to at- 
tend our feeble nunistry. As to aur 
Lesqaimanx flock, we can declare wiih 
truth, that we have scen the most 
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love and patience He leads them aid 
preserves them from) deviating again 
into the broad way. Even when one 
or another of them lest his first love 
“ve became, for a time, lukewarm, we 

ad the joy to see them soon brought 
to refilcetrion, und the love of Je sus re- 
kindied in their hearts. On such oe- 
casions, they would come to us and 
weep, «nd Jament over their isdifcr- 
ence and coldness towards their Sav- 
jour, Who, out of love to them, had 
suffered such bitter pains and tor- 
ments, end died the death to save 
them. Weak and insufficient as thes 
fucl themselves, we eun sav of most, 
that they cleave unte, and scek grace 
and help from our Saviour, And ss 
He becomes more pr cious to thei 
souls, and His help indispensably ne- 
‘cessary for their happiness ss, they seck 
more to enjoy His peace, through a 
sense of the forgivness of them sins 
aud deliverence from the power there- 
of. Vhev delight to turn te him 
praver, and feel the coc fort of being 
heard and ansvcred. 

~ Young and o'd have most Giligent- 
ly attended all thie yr intger of the 
congregation, and, as, hey Giten de- 
clarcd, never withouta ble ssing. Our 
communion-dayvs were truly festiveh 
davs tous and them; the presence 
of Jesus was most sensibly felt on 
these occasions, and many tears 0: 
thankfulness fiowed from their eves. 

During their absence in sumainer, tics 
have regularly held their eveaing and 
no ning Worship intheirtents. Their 
joy on ieceiving the new 1 ux 
1 ymn-bocks, print ed and sent out las 
year, Was inexpressibl!y great, but we 
did not receive them wti ihe. 13 {1 vt 
March, from Nain. We wish our 
dear brethren had been present at the 
distribution, to see the fervent grati- 
tude with which they were received. 
They entreated us with tears to ex- 
press their thankfulness to their fath- 
ers and brethren in the East, for this 
present, and for ihe wouble they had 
IM putting it in print; and added, th: 
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they would not forget to pray to Jesus 
to bless them richly for it. We are 
frequently surprised and delighted to 
find how the spirit of God explains to 
them more and more the spiritual 
meaning of the holy Scriptures, ana of 
a!l the words of Christ, contained in 
them and in the hymns.” They often 
express their astonishment, that they 
had so frequently heard and read this 
and the other Scripture, and yet nev- 
er understood its real meaning till 
now.’’* 

Our Esquimaux congregation con- 
sists of 36 communicants, 12 candi- 
dates, 13 baptized, not vet communi- 
cants, 10 candidates, 38 baptized chil- 
dren. In all, of 109 persons. Thir- 
ty-six un-baptized, chiefly children, 
live envour land. in all, 145 persons, 
inhabitants of Hopedale.” 

Nuin, Aug. 14. 1810 —“ At the 
close of the year 1809, 91 persons liv- 
edon our land; ofthese, 62 belong 
toour congregation, consisting of 18 
communicants, 18 baptized, not yet 
communicants, 20 baptized children, 
and six candidates for baptism.” 

Nain, Sept. 26, 1811.—* Our Es- 
guimauxX congregation consisted, at 
the close of the year 18:0, of 67 per- 
sons, 5 more than at the close of the 
kast year. Of these, 20 are communi- 
eants. Besides these, 48 persons, in- 
cluding children, live on our land — 
In all, 115 persons; 24 more than at 
the close of last year. 

© Wiih the necessaries of life, our 
dsquimanx have been more abundant- 
ty supplied, than’ we ever remember. 
Theiv success in procuring’ provisions 
fast autumn Was tolerable, and they 
have besides caught many seals in 
nets; so that they have not only had 
x sulficiency for their own consump- 
tion, but were able to assist their breth- 
ren at Hopedale, whose supplies have 
heen butscanty. We joined them in 
Uianksto the Lord for ahis favour. 

“tnyour kind Jetter you express 
the joy it would give you if the hea- 
then, who live in our neighbourhood 
and frequently visit us, would hear 








* This vicw of the state of the con- 
gregation at Hopedale is nearly the 
same with that which is given of the 
other two settlements at Nain and O&- 
kak, so that it will be unnecessary to 
repeat it. o 
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and receive the Gospel. You will re- 
joice with us, when you learn that we 
have hopes that this will be the case, 
and that a beginning is already made. 
Our neighbours at Nokkasusuktok, 
who came frequently during the win- 
ter to trade with us, were reminded, 
both by us and our Espuimaux, of the 
necessity of conversion: and Jesus 
was proclaimed to them as their onl 
Saviour and Redeemer. He has bless- 
ed this testimony. so that their prin- 
ciple leader removed to Nain in Feb- 
ruary last. This man seems to have 
been prepared by the Spirit of God for 
his conversion. He complained bitter- 
ly of the load. of guilt he felt on ac- 
count of his sins, and expressed his 
fervent wish that our Saviour would 
deliver him from them. We assured 
him, that if he was anxious to be freed. 
from the power and guilt of sin, Jesus 
was ready and willing to cleanse him 
from all unrighteousness; that he had 
come for this purpose into the world, 
had suffered and shed his b'ood, and 
died for our transgressions. We have 
good hopes of this man, and his re- 
moval hither has not failed to create 
much sensation among his neigh- 
bours; another family has come tous, 
and one to Okkak. Besides these, 
two families from the north are with 
us at present, but we are not certain 
whether they will remain here or re- 
move to Okkak. Should they remain 
here, the number of our inhabitants 
would be increased by twenty-five 
souls, and consequently amount to 140 
in all. Forso many ¢ur church, which 
has been crowded during the winter, 
would be too small; and God grant 
that it may be too small for the souls 
who attend it with real hunger and 
thirst afier salvation; how gladly 
should we propose the enlargement of 
“.” 

“The harmony of the Four Evan- 
gelists, printed for us in the Esqui- 
maux language by your Seciety, and 
the Gospel according to St. John, 
presented by the Bible Society, were 
received with much joy by the Esqui- 
mauyx.” 

* We beg you to present onr most 
grateful acknowledgments to the Bi- 
ble Society for their willingness to 
print more integral portions of the 
Holy Scriptures for us. We intend 
to translate almost the whole of the 
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New ‘Testament, in order to have it 
printed at once: it will, therefore, be 
some time before we can avail our- 
selves of their kindness.” 

Okkak, Oct. 9,1811.— With regard 
to the principal object of ourdwelling 
in this country, we bless the Lord 
that he has graciously owned the 
preaching of the glad tidings of salva- 
tion, and accompanied it with power 
und the demonstration of His Spirit. 
Often was His presence so powerfully 
telt, that hearts and eyes overflowed. 
This was particularly the case, when, 
from time te time, individuals have 
been joined to the church by holy bap- 
tism, and when we partook of the Ho- 
ly Sacrament of our Lord’s body and 
blood in fellowship with our dear Es- 
quimaux tommunicants. Onsuchoc- 
casions we hate ofien thought how 
great the delight of our brethren be- 
vond the ocean would be, could they 
behold this congiegation gathered 
from among the heathen, rejoicing 
with heart and voice in God their 
Saviour. During last winter five a- 
dults have been baptized into the 
death of Jesus, and two became par. 
takers of the Holy Communion for the 
first time. Ten have been admitted 
as candidates for baptism; and three, 
who had been baptized as children, 
have been solemnly received into the 
gongregation. Seven infants have 
been baptized; three baptized chil- 
dren, and one baptized adult; have 
ended their race here below, 

“The schools of the adults and 
children have also been particularly 
blessed by our Lord, and we hope 
that many of ihe scholars have not on- 
ly advanced in icarning, but also in- 
creased in grace. On the whole, we 
have veasc. to rejoice at the growth 
of our Esquimaux congregation in the 
knowledge of our Saviour, and their 
own hearts, in which they have made 
pleasing progress, whieh it is our du- 
tv to acknowledge to our Saviour’s 
praise.” 

Okbak, July 27, 1812 —* We can, 
thank God, meet your wishes, by in- 
forming you, that He has preserved 
us m health, and in the bonds of 
brotherly unanimity ard love ; 
strengthened us in our labours, and 
vouchsafed to us His divine presence, 
both when assembled as g family, and 
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when met in His presence togethe: 
with our dear Esquimaux ” 

‘There are, indeed, exceptions, 
but we can truly say, that among the 
very considerable number of Esqui- 
nmaux who live with us, we know of 
few who are not seriously desirous to 
profit by what they hear, and to ex;. 
perience and enjoy themselves, that 
which they see their countrymen pos- 
sess. Our communicants give us 
picasure, for it is the wish of their 
very hearts to live unto the Lord; and 
their conduct affords proofs of the 
sincerity of their professions; thus, 
for example, Esquimaux sisters, who 
have no boat uf their own, venture 
across bays some miles in breadth, 
sitting behind their husbands on their 
narrow kajaks, in order to be present 
at the holy Sacrament, though at the 
pevil of their lives. The baptized, 
and candidates for baptism, also tes- 
tify tous, whenever they have an op- 
portunity of speaking privately with 
us, that they seek satisfaction in nv- 
thing but in living to Jesus, and that 
their favourite accupation in leisure 
hours, consists in singing verses and 
reading in the books.which you have 
sent them. Their Christian deport- 
ment has this natural consequcnce, 
that the Esquimaux, who live with 
them, but have not yet joined us, are 
excited to wish to become equally 
happy and eontented. Our young 
people are a constant subject of our 
most earnest suppli¢ation unto the 
Lord, that He would reveal Himself 
to their hearts, as their Saviour; or 
have we been, without proofs, that 
his grace has reached the hearts of 
several of them. 

“The schools, which have been 
kept without interruption during the 
winter, have been well attended by 
diligent scholars, who make consider- 
able progress in reading and in wrif- 
ing. All these blessings, which we 
enn only briefly touch upon, afford, 
beth to us and you, abundant cause of 
the sincerest thankfulness to the 
Lord for past favours. We most wil- 
lingly devote ourselves, with soul and 
body, to His service; and if we may 
be permit‘ted to bring one stone (how- 
ever small in comparison with His 
great work upon earth), to the build- 
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ing of fis Jerusalem below, how great 
will be our joy.” 

«'rhe number of Esquimaux, who 
live with us, amounts to 233, of whom 
116 belong to the congregation: 6 a- 
dults and 7 children have been bap- 
tized, 3 admitted to the holy coin- 
munion, 1 became candidate for the 
same, 1 was received into the eongre- 
gation, 12 admitted as candidates for 
baptism, and 3 re-admitted.” 

Nain, Jug. 8, 1812.—* With re. 
spect to the adults, we have again a- 
bundant cause fer thankfulness, in re- 
porting what the Lord has done for 
them in the year past. The greater 
part are advancing to a more perfect 
knowledge of themselves, and the 
power of His grace, and afford there- 
by a proof to others of the necessity 
ef conversion. The sehools have 
been attended during the past winter, 
not without blessing, to which the 
books printed in the Esquimaux lan- 
guage, and sent to us by you, have 
contributed much.” 

** We cannot precisely state the 
number of Esquimayx who dwell on 
our land, as some of them purpose 
removing to Okkak, and one family 
from the heathen has come to us. The 
whole number may be about 150. As 
the highly respected British and For- 
cign Bible Society has again intimat- 
ed their willingeness to print part of 
the Holy Scriptures in the Esqui- 
maux language, we accept their olfer 
with much gratitude, and shall send, 
by the return of the ship, the Gospels 
according to St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
and St. Luke, which our late brother, 
Burghardt, was still able to revise, 
requesting you, at the same time, to 
salute the Society most cordially on 
our behalf, and to assure them of our 
great esteem and veneration.” 

Hopedale, dug. 22, 1812.—“ With 
thanks to Him, we are able to say, 
that the walk of most of our Esqui- 
maux has been such as to give us hea:t- 
felt joy. Qur Saviour has led them, 
as the good Shepherd, in the way ol 
life everlasting, and, by his Spirit, 
taught.them to know, that, without 
Him, they can do nothing good. They 
set a value upon the word of God, and 
desire, in all respects, to live more 
in conformity to it. ‘The love of our 
Saviour towards them excites their 


wonder, and they sometimes complain 
with tears that they do not love Him, 
and give joy uitoHim as they onght 
for His great mercy vouchsafed unto 
them. The word of His cross, suf- 
ferings, and death, melts their hearts, 
and causes them truly to repent of 
and abhor sin, which nailed Him to 
the cross, and to mourn and cry for 
pardon. Instance of this blessed ef- 
fect of the doctrine ofa crucified Sav- 
iour, we have seen in our public meet- 
ings,in our private converse with 
them and in the schools. The lat- 
ter have been kept with all possible 
punctuality and diligence.” 

** At the conclusion of the year our 
congregation consist of 88 Esquimax 
brethren and sisters, of whom 31 are 
communicants. One hundred and 
twenty-two persons lived on our land. 
We have no addition from among the 
heathen, none having resided in our 
neighbourhood.”’ 

We have been more copious in our 
extracts from the account given of 
the state of the missions among the 
E, squimaux, from a desire to exempli- 
fy, inacase which might be deemed 
almost hopeless, the effect of genu- 
ine Christianity in civilizing the bar- 
barous and elevating the base and ab- 
ject. Nor is this effect visible in 
their advancement in moral and reli- 
gious knowledge alone, but also in 
the common arts of life, and in the 
prudence and foresight which lead 
them to guard against the occurence 
of those famines to which their un- 
genial climate peculiarly exposes them. 
In general, not only are their own 
wants well supplied, but they are able 
trom their abundance te supply the 
wants of their savage and less provi- 
dent brethren. -How exactly has the 
picture drawn by Cowper, of the 
Greenlander, heen realized in this in- 
stance. 

“ ‘The wretch who once sang wildly, 
dane’d and laugh’d”— 

“ Has wept a silent flood ; revers’d 
his ways ; 

Is soher, meek, benevolent, and prays; 

Feeds sparingly ; communicates his 
store ; 

Abhors the craft he boasted of before; 

And he that stole, has learn’d to steal 
no more. 

Well spake the prophet, Let the des. 

ert sing ; 




































= ge tut 


i WEL" Pay Bik = verses ant BG deg ME 
tai A :% * ig : aieisld tage be os 3 se oe 
Sone a lle en eas Sth Ee aml i 
es ee ag a pies eae mite BS SN as Ce eee 





ae 


eae Pum 


ee 
ropes f 



























146 


Where sprang the thorn, the spiry 
fir shall spring ; 

And where unsightly and rank this- 
tles grew, 

Shall grow the myrtle and luxuriant 
yew.” 


( To be continued. 9 
ee 


FURTHER INTELLIGENCE FROM 
"HE AMERICAN MISSIONARIES 
IN INDIA. EXTRACTED FROM 
THE PANOPLIST.« 


Extract from a letter written by Mr. 
Luther Rice, one of the American 
missiunaries, to a friend in Boston.— 
The date is at Calcutta, Sept. 5, 1812. 


After stating several facts, which 
were contained in other letters, already 
published.* Mr. R. observes :— 

‘In regard to one particular,—that 
of endeavoring to fix a permanent foot- 
ing somewhere, and concentrating our 
whole strength in one object, I have 
yo hesitation. But in effectuating 
this, ifwe succeed at all,a printing 
press will be highly important, not to 
say indispensable. To diffuse the Bi- 
ble amonga people without printing 
is impossible ; and if we fix the mis- 
sion, as ilappears at present probable 
we shall, upon Madagascar, a press 
will be ail important in a short time. 
We shall want it for our own assist- 
ance in advancing in the language, and 
toenable us to throw small portions 
of Scripture into the hands of the na- 
tives, us soda as we bccoine able io 
translate.” 

“fy the time a printer and press 
are in readiness, or can be got in read- 
iness, for the mission, I hope we shail 
be able to say to what place they may 
be sent. Indeed our distance fram 
America is so great, and communica- 
tion so uncertain, that I sometimes 
fear we may be long in want of a press, 
before it will be practicable for one to 
be conveved to us.” 

_“*Thope the missionary spirit con- 
tinues to increase. Even should the 
present mission fail, Christians oug!it 
not to slacken their exertions, or abate 
their zeal. Whateve rmay become of 
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* See the Adviser for March. 
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us, the missionary cause is certainly 6 
good cause, and must finally prevail ; 
and all Christians are bound by infi- 
nite obligation to help it forward.” 

After speaking of the loss experien- 
ced by the Baptist missionaries, in the 
burning of their printing office, Mr. 
R. says, “* But their printing goes on 
again.”— 


Since the foregoing letters were im 
type, more recent intelligence has 
been received from India, by the Car- 
avan, which left Calcutta about the 
Ast ot October, and the Reaper, which 
sailed from the same port at the 
end of the same month. By 
these arrivals we learn, that all the 
missionaries, except Mr. Neweil and 
his wife, remained at Calcutta so late 
as the 23d of October; that they 
were deliberating upon a missionary 
station, and obtaining all the informa- 
tion on that subject in their power ; 
that they had experienced severe tri- 
als on account of the change of gpin- 
ion professed by a part of their num, 
ber with respect to the ordinance of 
baptism, Mr, Rice having also become 
a Baptist; that this change rendered 
a separation expedient, in their future 
operations, as it appeared to them 
all; that Messrs. Nott and Hall, and 
Mrs. Nott expected to sail soon for 
Ceylon, with a probability of fixing 
themselves ator near Bombay; and 
that their views of the importance of 
sending missions tothe Heathen be. 
came more impressive, in consequence 
of what they heard andsaw. It is al- 
so stated, by one of the brethren, that 
the Rev. Dr. Brown, senior ciaplaiu 
at Calcutta, departed this life a few 
months before the date of the letter; 
a circumstance deeply to be regretied, 
as the influence of that good man 
would doubtless have been exericd, 
had be been living, in favor of the mis. 
Sionaries. It gives us great pleasure 
to learn, however, that the Rev. Mr. 
Thomason of Caicutta, an Episcopal- 
ian Clergyman, is earnestly engaged 1 
promoting the evangelical cause in In 
dia. The following extracis from let 
teis need no explanation. 


Caleutia, July 31, 18i2. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
I wrote you about a fortnight since 
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by the American ship Fre 
enclosed in one ofiny letters an ex- 
tract from the second order of the 
bovernor in Council, requiring our 
immediate return to America in the 
Caravan, or our departure to some 
place beyond the territories of the 
Britishand theirallies By the inter- 
cession of our friends, however, we 
have obtained permission to go to the 
Isle of France,. The Government 
have no right tosay, that we shall not 
¢o to any place which is not under the 
Company’s jurisdiction. Ceylon, the 
Isie of France, and Bourbon '» ‘ong to 
the Crown, and not to the Company; 
and the Company’s government has no 
kind of connexion with these local 
governments.” 

“Considering the present state of 
the Chinese and Birman empires, the 
only extensive fields of Missions east- 
ward of this country, the only places, 
indeed, in this part of the world, to 
which the Company’s government will 
peimit us to go, and being excluded 
from the whole of British India, our 
only alternative seems to be, either to 
return to America, or go tothe Isle of 
France. ‘the state of China and Bir- 
mah is such as foibids our attempting 
a mission to either of those counirics 
fur the present. There is, indeed, 
one miss:onary in each ef those places, 
but their prospects are very unprum- 
ising, and their situations extremely 
dangerous. My. Morrison is allowed 
to reside onlyt. alf the year in Canton. 
te is Chinese interpreter to the E. 1. 
Company. He goes up with the fleet, 
and when the tracingseason is closed, 
returns to Macao, where he spends the 
remainder of the year. He is obliged 
to keep his object a profound secret. 
Ifit were known, he wou!d no doubt be 
put to death, in the mostcruel manner. 
He occupies the only place where it is 
possible to attempt a mission to China. 
Hisoflice conceals his real object ; 
but he can have no associate, because 
there is no po ae of residing ei- 
ther in Macao, or Canton, without some 
office, such as Mr. Morrison fi'ls. 

“ There many circumstances 
which discourage a mission to Birmah. 
Without any inquiry respceeting that 
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* The letters by the Francis Laye 
net yet come to hand. 
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country, there is this dis og gement 
to meet in the outset. The London 
Society have tried that country, and 
givenitup ; the Baptist missionaries 
too have tried it, and all of them but 
one have quitted the ficld ;—and this 
after they.had resided several years 
in the country, had acquired the Jan- 
guage, and expended thousands of dol- 
lars* on the object. We haye no rea- 
son to think that we bave more ability 
or preservance, than some of the mis- 
sionaries who have abandoned Birmah 
for other more promising fields. Broth- 
er Judson and Ihave concluded, that 
itis not expedient to make trial of 
Birmah in the face of these discourages 
ments, and many more, which time 
will not allow me particularly to men- 
tion. In view of these circumstances 
I have made up my misd to embrace 
an opportunity which now offers of go- 
ing directly to the Isle of France, not 
so much with the view of settling on 
that Island, as of getting out of the 
Company® jurisdiction, so that I can 
be at liberty to go from thence to any 
place whe:e Providence may open the 
door for missionary work. Brother 
Judson would do the same; but the 
vessel in which Igo cannot accom- 
Mgdaie us both. 

“ My things sre on board, andi 
and Mrs Newell go on board this eve- 
ning. We pay six hundred rupees 
(:hree hundred dollars) for our pass- 
age, and expect te be out two months. 

The Harmony is every day Cx. 
pected. The brethren wrote us twice 
from the Is'e of France. The Gov- 
ernor is favorable to missions, wishes 
a mission stent to Mudupuscar, 
and has even made ap nlication to the 
London Society for the purpose. 

“ Brother Judson thinks, that he 
shall enibrace the next opportunity of 
getting to the Isle of France. The 
other brethren will probably be obti- 
‘ged totake the same course, on theiv 
arrival here. ‘They may possibly get 
leave to go hence to Ceylon. Ii the v 
can, they wiil probably do it, as that 
island affords a very favorable openin:y 
for Missionary e3 <ertians, and they hare 
already bee Mio turn their attention 
tothat place. Whether I shall con- 
tinue on the Isle of France, or go fio: 
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ae to Ceylon, er atiempt a mission 

0 Madagascar, must be determined 
ned circumstances with which Tami at 
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informing you respec ting my chee oe 


nial prospecis. We have received 719 
yupec thi ough the hands of the Rey 
Mr. Thoma son, Whom I mentioned to 

uinmy last. Vhis monev, which 


was intended for brother aces and 


mysclt, we have divided equally be- 
tween us.” 

“ Thave takena letterof credit from 
Br. Cavev to a house in the Isle of 


France, lest my resources should fail 
befure I can receive any supplic 
America. 1 shall certai nly 
possible econony, acl endeavor, a5 


soon as possible, to find some way of 
contributing to my own support. 

© The discouragemen‘s we have met 
with have notyet caused me to repent 
of my undertck oi “On the contrary, 
k tee] more and more attached to the 
work. Mywhiecniovsexcelient health 
And CnNoG Sprr is 

“\Ve gohence ima greater hurry 
thar we be tt \ Y erica se 85 a Bui 
throe dars notice of the epportanits 
q hy Ci c > 4 anobogiz £ . 
the shortness and other defects of my 
letter, 1 fer neglecting altogether 
to te % s cys, to bom I 
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dency, Sir Evan NePean, is said to be 
a pious man; and therefore would 
probably throw no more obstacles in 
the way of Missionaries, than his off- 
cial duties should oblige him to do. 

“ Could we once get into Bombay, 
we are almost inclined to hope that 
they would not force us from the couns 
try. We areat the same time, inquir- 
ing into the state of Java, his majes- 
ty *s colony, and by appointment the 
residence of the Governor General of 


all his majesty’s possessions to the 
cast of the Cape of Good Hi ope. Gen 
Maitlar, [the present command er in 
chief] w len Governor of Ceylon, show- 
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cannot write nmiore 
definitely; but, in our present undect. 
€ed state, we feel a reluctance in at- 
ing to write. 

* B: oth er Judson and his wife have 
changed their sentiments on the sub- 
ject of baptism. They were baptized 
in Calcutta, on the first Sabbath in this 
month. In consequence of this trying 
event, ithas appeared to him and te 
us, and to thuse with whom we have 
conversed upon the subject, expedi- 
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grace, mercy, and peace, may be mul- 

Eplied to the Board of Commissioners, 

and to all the friends of Zion. 
Gorpon HALL, 
LuTHER Rice, 
SamvugL Norr.” 

Rev. Dr. Worcester, 
Secretary. 


Calentta, Oct. 23d, 1812. 
‘© Rev, and dear Sir, 
We have delayed writing you to 
so late an hour on account of some 


particular circumstances which ren- 
dered it desirable to delay, that we 
have now time to say but little. We 


have been detainec here much longer 
than we anticipated when we wrote 
last, the vessel in which we were go- 
ing to the Isle of France not having 
yetgone. We shall not, however, go 
in her at all, having conceived a differ- 
ent design. 

* Our latterletters have given you 
reason to believe, that Madazascar 
did not hold the same place in our 
views, a when we first arrived. Not 
because we deem it of less importance, 


but because increasing information 
led us to think other places less 


inaccessible. During the time of 
our stay here, we have been making all 
the inquiries which we could to ena- 
ble us to form that decision which 
would meet the approbation of God 
the Board, and our Christian friends. 
We ment.oned, sometime since, some 
hopes of Bombay and Surat. Our fur- 
ther inquiries aa efleetions on these 
and othe ‘r places, ha Ave led us to deter- 
2 to ma ie a an aitempt at Bombay, 
irst step, unless something should 
appear to render it un 


asaei 


4S a 


next in aa te Bombay, are J.va, 
Ma ace- 


Piince of Wales’s Island, and 
Ce Though Wwe have thought 
kely that we should go to Bombay, 
for some weeks, it is but a little while 
the idea of 
le of Franee. But find- 

ing that Government wi!l allow us to 
9 to Ceylon, we have chosen to go 
thither, as that rout will cost less 
time, expense, and trouble. _ There 
are no vessels, however, going that 
island as yet; and we may st sk be de- 
tained some weeks in Caleutta. We 
hope that God will continue to shed 
bight on our path, and that he ‘will 
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bless the attempt we expect to makes 
Pray for us dear Sir, for a divine bles- 
sing upon us, that we may be enabled 
to guide our affairs with discretion, 
and be made eminently useful in the 
church of God. Before we write you 
again we hope to have gone forth to 
attempt something for his honot — 
something for the Heathen who are 
pel ishing for lack of knowle dee. 
‘ You will be surprised to re 
ee written from us alone ; aa we 
e surprised, and distressed. that it 
isso. Brother Rice has been led to 
change his sentiments on the subject 
ef es and brother Judsen and 
himse!f will probabl iy attem pt a mis- 
sion to dara. W hat the Lord means 
by thus dividing us in sentiments, and 
separating us from each other, we 


ive a 


cannot tell. This we kxaow; the 
lord seeth not as man seeth?; 
and it ill becomes us to be dis- 


satisfied with what he docs. We hope, 
and pray, that th ese unexpected things 
may not damp the missionary spirit 
which has been kindled ; Sut that it 
may burn with a brighter and soot 
flame. We know nothing yet of 
Brother Newell, but hope he hes arri- 
ved at the Isle of France. You will 
hear from us again by the Harmony, 
if we live; and, should we have actez 
then, we shall give you a full detail of 
the ground of our decision. 

With much respect and Christiaa 
affection, Gorvon Haru 

SaMvEL NeT?T. 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, 
Cor. See. 


Extracts from aletter from Mr, Nott 
to the Rer. Dr. Griffin. 
‘© Calcutta, Oct. 18 1812. 

“6 Rev. and dear 5: > 
It isnow about ten weeks since we 
landed in India, dusing which we have 
enjoyed many mercies, and suficred 
many trials. We [the four who sail- 
ed from n Phi ladelphia } have all been 


more or less afflicted with sickness; 
and brother Rice is still in the doc- 


Messrs. 
yself, and our wives 
Gall as yet remain at 


‘ 


) 
tors hands. 


} , 
ana i 


Ha'l, Judson, 
are all well, 

Calcutta. 

‘ Our last letter to our friends men- 
-d our expectation of sailing ina 

few davs to the Isic of France. But 

the ship in which we bad engaced ou 

pass.g¢ bas been detamed a month z i 
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-and now we cannot sav when we shall 


vo, The probability.is, that we shall 
he away from Calcutta erelong, either 
for the Isle of France, or Cey ‘lon, nei- 
ther of which places will probably be 
our final destination. There are so 
rmaany uncertainties attendiny any mis- 

ionary Plan, and so many di ifficulties 
in why wine what should be done, that 

e hope to be for given if we spea 

variously when we speak, and if, fora 
seasox, We sometimes choose fot to 
speak at all. Most sincerely do T hope, 
that we are not neglecting our work, 
and the various views we entertain re- 
sult from an attention to itin some de- 
pee ° 

“ We think much less of Madagas- 
car than we did, and because we 
huve some now: of succeeding in 
some of the places contemplated by 
us with strong desire when we came 
out, but which once appeared as al- 
most impracticabie. Should any 
thing appear to render them really so, 
Madagascar has the same cails to 
our minds that it ever had. 

‘You mav well think we have in- 
deed been tried. Our situation has 
been responsible, our way difficult, 
our prospects dark, God's dealings 
with us distressing and mysterious-- 
But after he has chastencd us we 


hope he will take us by the hand and 


keacl us forth, and Say to us, * Sit 
cown here; Iahor for me: and you 
shall have a crown of rcejucing’ I 
pray daily that it may be soon; and 
that we and vote may have occasion 
for MU ch re j me Ing’ nN the e¢oocdt.ess of 
God. The King’s business requireth 
fictstes nota moment is to be lost, 
virile the miserab! © pagans are dy- 
ing without the offer of salvation. 
**t have found much comfort and 
ediScatian since I have been here in 
the company or Mr. Fhomason, one 
of the episcapal clergymen of Unis 
Presidence ; -and lately in that of 
Mir. Corric, who ts stutioned up in 
the northern parts of Hindostan.— 
‘hiey are indeed men cof a 


{ aft s‘it- 
vor of godliness; men ‘from whose 


company one cannot go away unprof. 
ited; men deeply engaged for the 
Salvation of sinners, and very faith. 
ful in the dispensation of divine 
truth. To these, as laboring in this 
denomination, may be added Mr. 
Martyn, whois now in Persia per. 
fecting his knowledge of the Persian 
language, in order to complete a 
transiation of the scriptures into 
that language. Mr. Thomason is 
engaged in the Arabic, and Mr. Cor- 
rie in the Hindostanee; and is also 
much engaged in Jaboring at his sta- 
tion among nominal Christians and 
Heathens. An Auxiliary Bible So. 
ciety was formed here last winter,” 
and another very lately at Colombe 
in the island of Ceylon. Though 
there is abounding wickedness here, 
there is a grain of mustard seed.— 
It will, we hope, shoot forth its 
branches to a wide extent. Do ali 
you can, my dear Sir, to excite thes 
that love Christ in vour flock, in the 
affection of some of whom I think | 
enjoy a share, to pray much for me, 
and for all who are with me, that we 
may have wisdom and grace, and, ii 
the Lord please a biessing.’ 

Yours with respect and affection, 

S. Nort,” 

Rev. Dr. Griffia. 





—— 


* This Society was formed Jan. 1 181: 


OBITUARY. 


We have, occasicnally, noticed the 
deaths ofour brethren. And it has 
now fallen to our lot to record the 
death of one of our own number, The 
Rev. Gershom C. Lyman, the ver; 
worthy pastor of the church in Mar'i- 
horough, one cf the Editors of thie 
publieation, and a Trustee of the 
Vt. Miss. Society departed this Iie, 
a few wecks since, aged 62.- -- 
We have been unable to ebtain the 
pygrticulars of his death. We hope, 
th:t Memoirs of his Hte and = char- 
acter will be furnished for our - Bi- 
ocrophical departinent. 
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